The value of the sixth-year molar is variously regarded by dentists and patients?some esteeming its loss a matter of little concern; some considering its value only as the difference between the cost of extraction and filling, giving preference to that which is cheaper, without a thought of any other; some computing its loss as a mathematical problem, such as one from thirty-two leaves thirtyone, which is no bad showing when compared with the average loss; some believing its value to be associated with many other interests, and, consequently, should be cared for both its own intrinsic worth and other members associated, while there are some fools, who might be denominated ultra-extremists, who carry science and its theories so far that they would at any time destroy the body to save the tooth, the latter unfortunate class being composed almost exclusively of either those who are freshly graduated and have not tested their theories, or those would-be practitioners amongst a questionably cultivated set, who are readily duped by any form of charlatanism which makes a pretense to superiority. Between these two extremes I propose to discuss the six-year molar, regarding its loss, not with that brutal indifference so often observed among the vulgar and ignorant on the one side, *and the excessive importance of its preservation, under whatsoever conditions, seen among the foolishly educated and over-sensitive class, on the other. The origin of the sixth-year molar, like that of the rest of the teeth, is from the outer covering of the oral cavity, or epithelium, corresponding with the skin outside of this cavity. But, unlike the anterior teeth, the prolongation of epithelium, which sinks into the jaw and forms the sixth-year molar, gives off later a branch which forms the twelfth-year molar, and froni the latter yet another branch, which forms the so-called wisdom tooth. Thus, it will be seen that while each prolongation of epithelium an-. terior to the sixth-year molar forms only one tooth that from which this tooth is derived is the source of origin of three, and these three the largest in the arch. This is a peculiarity not associated with the formation of the other teeth to which I would call special attention, desiring topoint out some of the results of this peculiarity.
In The form of this tooth is, also, said to differ from that of the rest of the molars, but as it has no special bearing upon any new thought desired to be brought out in this paper it need not be dwelt upon.
With the single exception of irregularity, the troubles to which this tooth is liable are the same as for the others with the difference that it is more liable to such troubles. 
